[bookmark: woodland-hills-city-council]Woodland Hills City Council
[bookmark: Xb20bdd8379a44eb90907ab745e1da3bbb872816]Combined Oath of Office Ceremony, Public Hearing, Work Session, and City Council Meeting
January 6, 2026

[bookmark: roll-call-and-attendance]Roll Call and Attendance
The meeting was held at the Woodland Hills City Center, 690 South Woodland Hills Drive, Woodland Hills, Utah.








Elected Officials Present:
Mayor Brent Winder 
Mayor Elect Ben Hillyard
Council Member Kari Malkovich
Council Member Steve Johns
Council Member Dorel Kynaston 
Council Member Brian Hutchings
Council Member Steve Roden
Council Member Janet Lunt

Staff Present:
Jody Stones, City Recorder
Ted Mickelsen, Community Development Director / Fire Chief
Wayne Frandsen, Planning Commission Chair

Electronic Participation:
Chris Helvey, Finance Director


[bookmark: oath-of-office-ceremony]Oath of Office Ceremony
1. [bookmark: welcome]Welcome
Mayor Brent Winder called the meeting to order and welcomed newly elected officials, family members, City staff, and members of the public. Mayor Winder offered remarks reflecting on his term of service and expressed appreciation for the opportunity to serve the City, as well as gratitude to City Council members and staff for their work and collaboration over the prior four years.
2. [bookmark: administration-of-the-oath-of-office]Administration of the Oath of Office
The Oath of Office was administered by Jody Stones, City Recorder, to the newly elected Mayor and City Council Members.
3. [bookmark: comments-and-recognition]Comments and Recognition
Following the administration of the oath, Mayor Ben Hillyard addressed the audience and expressed appreciation for the trust placed in the newly elected officials. Mayor Hillyard acknowledged prior administrations and emphasized the importance of continuity, service, and responsible governance. Members of the City Council and staff also offered remarks recognizing outgoing officials and thanking them for their service.
[bookmark: recess]Recess
The meeting recessed briefly to allow for photographs and reconvened at 6:30 p.m.

[bookmark: public-hearing]Public Hearing
4. [bookmark: X6bf639ad314e64278079cfa75aadfc37b334bce]Proposed Change in Zoning – 350 South Woodland Hills Drive (R1-1 to R1-19)
Mayor Hillyard opened the public hearing regarding the proposed zoning change for property located at 350 South Woodland Hills Drive.
Floyd Cottam, resident, provided testimony expressing concerns about increased density, preservation of neighborhood character, traffic speeds, and safety along Woodland Hills Drive and at access points. He emphasized the importance of maintaining the rural and visual character of the area while acknowledging broader growth pressures within the City.
Mark Sovine, resident, expressed concern with septic and wastewater impacts. 
Garron Miller, a resident, spoke about the tree removal on the property and the reduction in wildfire risk.  
Floyd Cottam raised questions regarding infrastructure maintenance, long-term fiscal impacts, and the cumulative effect of additional development. 
Diana Sackett, a resident, remarked that the proposed development plan looked better than it had previously. 

[bookmark: work-session]Work Session
5. [bookmark: X9e3def5dc147b3e4739098477972964e67ead49]Proposed Change in Zoning – 350 South Woodland Hills Drive
Wayne Frandsen, Planning Commission Chair, Ted Mickelsen, Community Development Director, and applicants David Simpson and Kaden Cole of Landmark Real Estate provided an overview of the proposed zoning change and the associated development concept. It was explained that the request involved coordination between the adjacent property owners and that a portion of the overall development had previously received approvals.
Chairman Frandsen reported that the commission had reviewed the proposal, held a public hearing, and recommended approval of the zoning change. It was noted that although the zoning designation would be R1-19, the proposed subdivision would maintain average lot sizes just under one acre, exceeding the minimum requirements of the zone. The Commission explained that this approach was intended to balance development potential with neighborhood compatibility and long-range planning objectives.
Council discussion focused extensively on traffic and access management. Staff explained that the proposal would consolidate access to Woodland Hills Drive through two shared access points rather than multiple individual driveways. Council Members discussed existing speeding concerns on Woodland Hills Drive and noted that consolidated access could reduce conflict points and improve overall safety. The potential need for future traffic studies or traffic-calming measures was discussed.
Infrastructure responsibilities were reviewed in detail. Staff clarified that road construction, utilities, grading, stormwater management, and related improvements would be developer-funded and subject to City engineering standards, review, and inspection. It was noted that the lots would be served by individual septic systems and that applicable health department and engineering approvals would be required prior to development.
Council Members discussed housing affordability and state housing policy considerations, noting increasing legislative pressure on municipalities to accommodate additional housing opportunities. Council emphasized the importance of demonstrating good-faith compliance with adopted ordinances and long-range plans in order to preserve local control over land-use decisions.
Additional discussion addressed tree preservation, fencing, visual impacts, and building design. Staff explained the limits of City authority over private property while noting that subdivision approvals, conditions of approval, and building permits would remain subject to City standards. Council emphasized that the work session was informational and that approval of a zoning change would not constitute approval of final subdivision layout or building plans.
6. [bookmark: X8d6608c849c1b33720db58b6df4f8b17e3180fc]Review of October 2025 Financials and Check Disbursements
Finance Director Chris Helvey reviewed the October 2025 financial statements and the fund and check disbursements. Discussion included overall fund performance, revenue and expenditure trends, and compliance with adopted budgets. Council Members asked clarifying questions and expressed appreciation for the detailed reporting.
7. [bookmark: Xd895f47d55323f719af5f6c89ff95fae80eebdf]Recommendations for City Appointed Positions
Mayor Hillyard presented recommendations for City-appointed positions. Discussion focused on statutory requirements, continuity of operations, and the qualifications and experience of the recommended individuals. Council Members discussed the importance of institutional knowledge and stability in key administrative and operational roles.
8. [bookmark: discussion-of-city-council-assignments]Discussion of City Council Assignments
Mayor Hillyard led a discussion regarding proposed City Council assignments and liaison roles. Council Members discussed interests, workload balance, and the importance of effective representation on boards, committees, and intergovernmental organizations.
9. [bookmark: snowplow-update]Snowplow Update
David Stones provided an update on snowplow operations, including recent storm response, prioritization of routes, coordination of crews, and challenges associated with weather conditions and roadway safety. Council discussed resident communication, response expectations, and ongoing winter maintenance planning.
10. [bookmark: department-reports]Department Reports
a.  Community Development / Public Works / Fire Department: Ted Mickelsen provided a detailed report on Public Works and Fire Department operations, with emphasis on wildland fire preparedness, staffing, and capital planning.
Mr. Mickelsen discussed the City’s wildland fire crew, explaining current staffing levels, training requirements, and equipment needs. He outlined the City’s participation in regional wildland fire response efforts and the importance of maintaining a trained and deployable crew to address increasing wildfire risk. Council discussed the rising frequency and severity of wildland fire events, the need for ongoing training and certification, and the role of the wildland crew in both emergency response and preventative mitigation efforts such as fuel reduction and defensible space coordination.
The discussion included funding considerations for the wildland fire program. Mr. Mickelsen explained how wildland fire revenues, reimbursements, and designated funds are managed, and how those funds may be used to offset equipment costs, training expenses, and operational needs. Council discussed balancing the use of these funds with other public safety priorities and the importance of maintaining reserves to ensure readiness for future fire seasons.
Mr. Mickelsen also discussed capital improvement planning, including questions raised regarding potential funding for a pickleball court. He explained that funds under discussion were separate from wildland fire operational funds and reviewed allowable uses, funding sources, and long-term planning considerations. Council discussed community recreation needs, prioritization of capital projects, and the importance of clearly segregating public safety funds from recreation or parks-related expenditures.
Council Members asked clarifying questions regarding the timing of potential projects, availability of funds, and the process for Council review and approval of future capital expenditures. The discussion emphasized that no decisions were made during the report and that any future projects or funding allocations would be brought back to the Council for formal consideration and action.
Mr. Mickelsen concluded with a brief overview of ongoing Public Works and Fire Department activities, including infrastructure maintenance, coordination with other departments, and operational readiness.

b. Code Enforcement: Wayne Frandsen provided an expanded report on current code enforcement activities and priorities within the City.
Mr. Frandsen discussed ongoing efforts in compliance and voluntary correction, noting that the City continues to emphasize education and cooperation as the primary approaches to enforcement. He explained that most issues are resolved through communication with property owners and that formal enforcement actions are used when necessary to address ongoing or repeated violations.
Discussion included common code enforcement issues currently being addressed, including property maintenance, vegetation management, junk and debris, and compliance with zoning and land-use regulations. Mr. Frandsen explained how enforcement activity increases seasonally and how staff coordinate with Community Development and Public Works to ensure consistency in the application of City ordinances.
Mr. Frandsen also addressed wildland–urban interface considerations, including enforcement related to defensible space, vegetation clearance, and fire-safety-related standards. Council discussed the importance of coordination between code enforcement and the Fire Department to reduce wildfire risk and improve community safety.
Council Members asked questions regarding enforcement timelines, escalation procedures, and the balance between maintaining neighborhood standards and respecting property rights. Mr. Frandsen explained the process for issuing notices, providing reasonable timeframes for compliance, and pursuing further action only when voluntary compliance is not achieved.
The discussion concluded with an overview of upcoming enforcement priorities and the need for continued public education regarding City standards. No formal action was taken, and the report was received for informational purposes.
[bookmark: items-for-upcoming-city-council-meetings]
11. Items for Upcoming City Council Meetings
[bookmark: city-council-meeting]Council and staff held a detailed discussion regarding items anticipated for upcoming City Council agendas.
Staff identified several land-use and development-related matters expected to return to the Council, including continued review of zoning and subdivision applications, follow-up items related to previously approved projects, and additional Planning Commission recommendations requiring Council consideration.
Discussion also included financial and budget-related items, such as ongoing monitoring of revenues and expenditures, future fund disbursement approvals, and preparation for upcoming budget discussions. Council emphasized the importance of maintaining transparency and providing clear information to the public regarding fiscal matters.
Council and staff discussed anticipated policy and administrative items, including updates to City ordinances, review of committee structures and assignments, and consideration of policies necessary to support City operations and compliance with state requirements.
Additional discussion addressed public works and infrastructure topics, including road maintenance planning, winter operations, and coordination of future capital improvement projects. Council noted the importance of aligning infrastructure planning with growth management and available funding.
Council Members also discussed the need for continued focus on public safety and wildfire preparedness, including follow-up discussions related to wildland fire mitigation, emergency management planning, and interagency coordination.
The discussion concluded with an emphasis on agenda planning, prioritization of items, and ensuring adequate time for public input and Council deliberation at future meetings. No formal action was taken.

City Council Meeting
12. [bookmark: call-to-order]Call to Order
Mayor Ben Hillyard called the City Council Meeting to order.
[bookmark: invocation-and-pledge-of-allegiance]
13. Invocation  
Council Member Kari Malkovich offered the invocation. 

14. Pledge of Allegiance
Council Member Brian Hutchings led the Pledge of Allegiance.
[bookmark: public-comment]
15.  Public Comment
[bookmark: consent-agenda]The public comment period was opened. 
Sherry Burger mentioned that because of the lack of cold weather and precipitation, there is concern that Maple Festival Days might not happen. 

Consent Agenda
16. December 9, 2025 City Council Meeting Minutes
A motion was made by Council Member Malkovich and seconded by Council Member Lunt to approve the December 9, 2025, City Council meeting minutes.  The motion passed unanimously.
[bookmark: business-and-discussion]


Business and Discussion

17. [bookmark: X77e42189550f14970e5730f04956e721f81d348] Ordinance 2026-01 – Zoning Change for 350 South Woodland Hills Drive
Council considered Ordinance No. 2026-01 adopting a zoning change for property located at 350 South Woodland Hills Drive. Council reiterated that the ordinance addressed zoning only and did not approve final subdivision or construction plans. Council discussed public concerns, Planning Commission recommendations, ordinance compliance, and long-range planning considerations.
Motion: Council Member Brian Hutchings 
Second: Council Member Steve Johns.
A roll-call vote was taken: 
Council Member Malkovich — Yes
Council Member Johns — Yes
Council Member Hutchings — Yes
Council Member Roden — Yes
Council Member Lunt — Yes
The ordinance passed unanimously.
18. [bookmark: resolutions]Resolution 2026-01 – Appointing Jody Stones as City Recorder

Motion: Council Member Kari Malkovich
Second: Council Member Steve Roden
Vote: Motion passed unanimously

19. Resolution 2026-02 – Appointing Lori Thomas as City Treasurer

Motion: Council Member Janet Lunt
Second: Council Member Steve Johns
Vote: Motion passed unanimously

20. Resolution 2026-03 – Appointing Chris Helvey as City Finance Director

Motion: Council Member Brian Hutchings
Second: Council Member Steve Roden
Vote: Motion passed unanimously

21. Resolution 2026-04 – Appointing Ted Mickelsen as Community Development Director

Motion: Council Member Steve Johns
Second: Council Member Janet Lunt
Vote: Motion passed unanimously

22. Resolution 2026-05 – Appointing Wayne Frandsen as Zoning Enforcement Officer

Motion: Council Member Steve Roden
Second: Council Member Steve Johns
Vote: Motion passed unanimously

23. Resolution 2026-06 – Appointing Aaron Gilbert as Emergency Manager

Motion: Council Member Kari Malkovich
Second: Council Member Janet Lunt
Vote: Motion passed unanimously

24. Resolution 2026-07 – Appointing Ted Mickelsen as Fire Chief

Motion: Council Member Steve Roden
Second: Council Member Steve Johns
Vote: Motion passed unanimously

25. Resolution 2026-08 – Appointing Janet Lunt as Public Information Officer

Motion: Council Member Steve Johns
Second: Council Member Janet Lunt
Vote: Motion passed unanimously

26. Resolution 2026-09 – Approving the October 2025 Fund Disbursements

Motion: Council Member Brian Hutchings
Second: Council Member Kari Malkovich
Vote: Motion passed unanimously

27. Resolution 2026-10 – Appointing a City Council Member to Serve as Liaison on the Finance Committee

Motion: Council Member Janet Lunt
Second: Council Member Steve Roden
Vote: Motion passed unanimously



28. Resolution 2026-11 – Appointing a City Council Member to Serve as Liaison to the Parks, Trails, and Recreation Committee

Motion: Council Member Steve Johns
Second: Council Member Brian Hutchings
Vote: Motion passed unanimously

29.  Resolution 2026-12 – Appointing a City Council Member to Serve as Liaison to the Planning Commission

Motion: Council Member Kari Malkovich
Second: Council Member Janet Lunt
Vote: Motion passed unanimously

30.  Resolution 2026-13 – Appointing a City Council Member to Serve as City Representative to the Utah Valley Home Builders Association

Motion: Council Member Steve Roden
Second: Council Member Steve Johns
Vote: Motion passed unanimously

31. Resolution 2026-14 – Appointing an Individual to Serve on the Central Utah 911 Service District Board

Motion: Council Member Brian Hutchings
Second: Council Member Kari Malkovich
Vote: Motion passed unanimously

32. Resolution 2026-15 – Appointing a City Council Member to Serve as Liaison to the Utah County Animal Shelter Board

Motion: Council Member Janet Lunt
Second: Council Member Steve Johns
Vote: Motion passed unanimously

33. Resolution 2026-16 – Appointing a City Council Member to Serve as Liaison to the City Public Safety Committee

Motion: Council Member Steve Roden
Second: Council Member Kari Malkovich
Vote: Motion passed unanimously

34. Resolution 2026-17 – Appointing an Individual to Serve as City Liaison to the South Utah Valley Municipal Water Association Board

Motion: Council Member Janet Lunt
Second: Council Member Steve Johns
Vote: Motion passed unanimously

35. Resolution 2026-18 – Appointing Mayor Ben Hillyard as City Representative to the SESD Board

Motion: Council Member Steve Roden
Second: Council Member Kari Malkovich
Vote: Motion passed unanimously

36. Resolution 2026-19 – Appointing Mayor Ben Hillyard as City Representative to the Dry Creek Transfer Station Board

Motion: Council Member Brian Hutchings
Second: Council Member Janet Lunt
Vote: Motion passed unanimously

37. Resolution 2026-20 – Appointing a City Council Member to Serve as Liaison to the Community Development Committee

Motion: Council Member Steve Johns
Second: Council Member Steve Roden
Vote: Motion passed unanimously

[bookmark: closed-session]Closed Session
The City Council convened a closed session pursuant to Utah Code §§ 52-4-204 and 52-4-205 for the purpose of discussing pending or potential litigation at 7:51 p.m.
A motion to enter the closed session was made by Council Member Kari Malkovich and seconded by Council Member Steve Johns. A roll-call vote was taken with the following results:
· Council Member Kari Malkovich — Yes

· Council Member Steve Johns — Yes

· Council Member Brian Hutchings — Yes

· Council Member Steve Roden — Yes

· Council Member Janet Lunt — Yes
The motion passed unanimously (5–0).
No decisions or final actions were taken during the closed session. Following the closed session, the City Council returned to the open meeting.
[bookmark: adjournment]Adjournment
Council Member Malkovich moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:01 p.m. The motion was seconded by Council Member Roden. The meeting was adjourned.

[bookmark: attestation]
______________________________
Jody Stones, City Recorder
Woodland Hills City
