WOODLAND HILLS CITY COUNCIL
SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING
MINUTES
June 16, 2026
The Woodland Hills City Council held a Special City Council Meeting on Tuesday, June 16th, 2026, beginning at 6:00 p.m. at the Woodland Hills Center, 690 South Woodland Hills Drive, Woodland Hills, Utah.

Attendance
Present: Mayor Benjamin Hillyard, Council Member Janet Lunt, and Council Member Steve Johns.
Present Electronically: Council Member Malkovich, Council Member Roden, and Council Member Hutchings.
Staff Present: Recorder Jody Stones.

1. Call to Order
Mayor Hillyard welcomed those present and called the Special City Council Meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

2. Invocation
Council Member Lunt offered the invocation.

3. Pledge of Allegiance
Council Member Johns led the Pledge of Allegiance.

4. Public Comment
Mayor Hillyard stated that public comments were limited to two minutes or less and that only in-person comments would be included as part of the official record.
There were no public comments made in person or online. Mayor Hillyard closed the public comment portion of the meeting.

5. Discussion and Adoption of Resolution 2026-40, Setting the Certified Tax Rate for Woodland Hills City for Fiscal Year 2027
Mayor Hillyard reviewed the certified tax rate for Woodland Hills City for Fiscal Year 2027. He stated that the certified tax rate was 0.002976, which would generate revenue of $1,042,011. He explained that the amount was slightly higher than included in the budget and that the additional revenue would be reflected and allocated appropriately.
Council Member Lunt commented that the budget had been prepared based on the prior year’s tax rate, which explained why the certified rate calculation resulted in additional revenue.
Council Member Hutchings stated that the tax rate appeared lower than anticipated, but the expected revenue from that lower rate was higher than budgeted. He noted that the city would have a lower tax rate than in the past while still receiving higher revenue.
Council Member Lunt explained that property values and the number of homes affect the certified tax rate calculation. She noted that although the rate was lower, increased values and additional homes could result in higher revenue. 
Council Member Johns asked whether the city had any control over the county’s calculation of the certified tax rate, especially since the city had decided not to proceed with a property tax increase under Truth in Taxation.
Mayor Hillyard explained that the county calculates the certified tax rate based on assessed values and revenue. He stated that if the city had needed more revenue than the certified tax rate provided, the city would have needed to pursue Truth in Taxation. In this case, the certified tax rate generated sufficient revenue to meet the city’s needs.
Council Member Lunt further explained that the assessed value, after applying the applicable residential exemption, is multiplied by the tax rate. She also noted that tax revenue is distributed among several taxing entities, including the school district and others, with the city receiving its share.
Council Member Hutchings noted that the city had initially thought about raising taxes last June but decided against it after adjusting the budget. He also mentioned that the county’s final figures resulted in more revenue for the city than expected, despite a lower tax rate.
Mayor Hillyard noted that the county’s final number had been received late, and because of the timing, the city’s ability to declare Truth in Taxation or pursue an increase had passed.
Council Member Malkovich clarified that the certified tax rate process complies with state law. She noted that the city must submit its preliminary budget before the county issues the final certified tax rate. If the budgeted revenue exceeds the amount calculated by the certified tax rate, the county would notify residents, and the city would need to hold a Truth in Taxation hearing. She added that the city can reduce its budget during this process to remain revenue-neutral, but the certified tax rate depends on assessed property values and the county’s procedures. 
Following the discussion, Mayor Hillyard asked for any additional questions or comments. There were none.
Motion: Council Member Lunt moved to approve Resolution 2026-40, setting the certified tax rate for Woodland Hills City for Fiscal Year 2027 at .002976

Second: Council Member Johns seconded the motion.

Roll Call Vote:
Council Member Hutchings: Yes
Council Member Roden: Yes
Council Member Johns: Yes
Council Member Lunt: Yes
The motion passed.

6. Closed Session
Mayor Hillyard stated that there was no need for a closed session. No council member requested a closed session.

7. Adjournment
Council Member Lunt moved to adjourn the meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:15 p.m.

/s/
_________________________
Jody Stones, City Recorder

